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Application No. 

09/889.079 



Examiner 

Julie K Smith 



Applicant(s) 

GERRAND ETAL. 



Art Unit 

3682 




- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence addri 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 June 2002 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 12-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 12-23 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 11 July 2001 is/are: a)S accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f), 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 



1) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) n Infonmation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) n Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1. Claims 12-15 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Adams et al. (4,713,568) in view of Mahulikar et al. (5,043,534). 

Regarding claim 12, Adam et al. discloses a motor vehicle gear motor comprising a core 
motor (4) and a reduction gear base (3), the core and base having metal mating flanges with outer 
peripheries protruding away from the core and base respectively, a joint (4) interposed between 
the core and the base. Adam et al. is silent as to the composition of the joint. However, 
Mahulikar et al. teaches a joint (20) including a sealing material and a metal element that contact 
metal parts of a core and base, the metal element operable to conduct electrical current between 
the core and the base (see col. 4, lines 26-46). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the gear motor of Adam et al. with the seal of Mahulikar et al. so 
as to provide a seal between the core and base that serves as a means to align the core and base 
while providing an electrical contact between the core and base so as to maintain the same 
electric potential across the core and base. 

Although Adam et al. does not disclose the gear motor being used for a wiper application, 
it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
gear motor for a wiper application as the motor can be used for various functions within an 
automobile. 
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Regarding claims 13-15 and 21, Mahulikar et al. teaches the seal having several fixation 
orifices (see figs. 4 and 6) adjoining the embedded metal elements, the metal elements being 
disjointed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the gear motor of Adam et al. of with the seal of Mahulikar et al. 
so as to provide a seal with several fixation orifices for a secure connection between the seal and 
motor. 

Regarding claim 20, Adam et al. discloses the core and base having a cylindrical sector 
(see figs. 3 and 5) the joint having an opening (see fig. 9), able to receive the cylindrical sector, 
and a stop (42,43) projecting into the opening. 

2. Claims 16-18 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Adams et al. in view of Mahulikar et al. as applied to claims 12-15 and 20-21 above, and further 
in view of Duhn (3,182,120). 

Regarding claims 16-18, Adam et al. discloses a gear motor with definitive fixation 
means for the joint to the core motor (21,22,23) as claimed, including a wall (2) that externally 
surrounds the outer periphery of the mating flange of the core, but does not disclose temporary 
fixation means as claimed by Applicant. However, Duhn teaches a J-shaped temporary clipping 
lug (29, see fig. 6) on a joint, the lug having a wall extending substantially orthogonally from an 
edge of the joint and that surrounds the outer periphery of a mating flange when assembled. The 
temporary clipping lug further comprises an access orifice in order to remove the temporary 
fixing means. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the 
joint of the reference combination set forth above with a temporary clipping lug so that the joint 
could be temporarily attached to the gear motor housing and then attached to the base. This 
method of assembling the motor would reduce the complexity of assembling the apparatus and 
ensure that the base and housing were properly aligned so as to provide a tight seal between the 
two portions to save maintenance cost by preventing fluid leakage. It would have further been 
obvious to provide an access orifice in the lug so as to provide a way to release the lug once the 
definitive fixing means had been secured. 

With respect to claims 22 and 23, it should be noted that the applicant defines the 
product in terms of a process by which it is made is nothing more than a permissible technique 
the applicant may use to define the invention since there is no structural difference is required. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 12-19 and 21-23 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

4. Regarding claim 20, Applicant argues that the slots cited by the Examiner are merely 
slot-shaped opening, and not stops. However, the openings (42,43) are used to correctly position 
the seal within the housing, therefore, can be considered stops. Stop (43) projects into the 
opening, as claimed. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

5,433,038 to Dupuy 6,073,936 to Kirchmann et al. 

4,831,211 to McPherson et al. 3,620,323 toMaedaetal. 

6,047,685 to Schelhas et al. JP 2002-275408 to Seiko 

4,630,888 to Dubar 5,600,419 to Sakuraba et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie K Smith whose telephone number is 703-305-3948. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8-5:30, (Every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bucci can be reached on 703-308-3668. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7687 for regular 
communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 113. 
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